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Troops may elect to take swim tests before arriving at camp by conducting their own testing 

in accordance with the principles of the BSA Safe Swim Defense Program and the BSA Guide to 

Safe Scouting.  It is the Scoutmaster’s responsibility to make sure BSA guidelines are followed.  

Additionally, a currently certified lifeguard must perform this testing and a copy of the lifeguard’s 

certification must be included with the Pre-Camp Swim Classification Record for it to be accepted at 

camp.  The Camp Aquatics Director reserves the authority to review or retest any applicants wishing 

to use the aquatics facilities at camp. 

When completing this record, only list those scouts who are participating in your swim test.  

Test participants may choose from the following four classifications: Non-Swimmer, Beginner, 

Swimmer 1, or Swimmer 2.  It is not necessary for participants to pass all lesser tests before 

completing their desired test.  Participants are expected to complete the test in a strong manner 

without resting.  Swimming underwater, dog-paddling, and frequently interrupted strokes are not 

permitted.  Each swimmer must enter the water and begin swimming without any aids.  Walking in 

from shallow water, easing in from the edge or down a latter, pushing off from the sidewall or 

gaining forward momentum by diving do not satisfy the requirements for any of the tests.  Always 

give the test as it is written—add nothing and omit nothing.        

 

CAMP SQUANTO SWIM CLASSIFICATIONS:  

 

Non-Swimmer: No Test or did not meet the Beginner classification in swimming ability.  

 

Beginner: Jump feet first into water over the head in depth, re-surface, and swims on the surface of 

the water for 25 yards in one direction, stops, turn sharply and swims on the surface of the water back 

to the starting point.   

 

Swimmer 1: Jump feet first into water over the head in depth, re-surface, swim 100 yards as follows: 

First, swim 75 yards in a strong manner using one or more of the following strokes: side, breast, 

trudgeon or crawl; then swim 25 yards using a restful backstroke; show you can float, or if not 

buoyant, with just enough motion to stay afloat. 

 

Swimmer 2: Jump feet first into water over the head in depth, re-surface, swim 150 yards as follows: 

First, swim 100 yards in a strong manner using one or more of the following strokes: side, breast, 

trudgeon or crawl; then swim 50 yards using a restful backstroke; show you can float, or if not 

buoyant, with just enough motion to stay afloat. 
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TROOP ________TOWN___________________ DATE OF SWIM TEST____/_____/_____  
NUMBER OF SCOUTS PARTICIPATING IN THIS TEST _____ 

I, a currently certified lifeguard, today witnessed the below named participants meet the requirements 

of the BSA swimming ability classification test as described above and the results of this test are 

recorded herein. 

Name of Lifeguard Conducting Swimming Ability Classification Test:  

_______________________ __________________________ ______/_____/______  
Print Name   Signature     Certification Expires  

Phone Number: _______-_______-_________ 

Certification Type: (please check)  

___ BSA Lifeguard ___ YMCA Lifeguard___ American Red Cross Lifeguard 

 

As the Scoutmaster, I certify that the above named lifeguard conducted my unit’s pre-camp 

swimming ability test following proper BSA guidelines and that the results of this test are 

recorded herein.  I request that this record be accepted as the official swimming abilities of the 

named participants for aquatics activities at Camp Squanto. 
Scoutmaster: __________________________ _______________________________  

Print     Signature 

  NAME LEVEL   NAME LEVEL 

1      24   

2      25   

3      26   

4      27   

5      28   

6      29   

7      30   

8      31   

9      32   

10      33   

11      34   

12      35   

13      36   

14      37   

15      38   

16      39   

17      40   

18      41   

19      42   

20      43   

21    44   

22    45   

23    46   

 


